IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU!
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Like Alice in Wonderland, many educators,

policy makers and even  parents respond
resoundingly with “that’s impossible!” when
challenged to adopt a new paradigm of education
for the 21st century. A majority of educational
institutions still adhere to the old paradigm of
education that was essentially of 19th century.
But like the wise Queen, a growing number of
educators are believing in and accomplishing
“the impossible”.

It is time to reinvent schools for the complex,
21st century world and revamp and revitalize
teaching as a profession. Not only do we have to
address the issues we see today, but also
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rs. ANITA VERMA, Principal, Shanti Asiatic School, Bhopal in this
piece to MENTOR talks about the emerging trends, challenges faced and
lessons learnt in the 21st century education system. “Emerging issues such
as global warming, famine, poverty, health complications, global population
8. explosion, terrorism, nuclear proliferation and several other environmental and social
/E concerns will have to be understood and addressed effectively by students,” says Mrs.

anticipate trends predicted to shape the
education tomorrow.

Whatis 21st century education?
Bold, path breaking and flexible, creative and
challenging, it addresses a rapidly changing
world filled with fantastic new problems as well

as exciting new possibilities. The new
millennium ushered by dramatic

1

revolution has made society i

Emerging technology and
resulting globalization also
provide innumerable
possibilities for exciting new
discoveries and
developments such as new
forms of energy, medical
advances.

Our preschoolers will contribute as the major
force in the next 20 - 60 years. We do not have
much idea about what the world will look in the
next five years yet we are charged with preparing
our students for life in that world. Emerging
issues such as global warming, famine, poverty,
health complications, global population
explosion, terrorism, nuclear proliferation and
several other environmental and social concerns
will have to be understood and addressed
effectively by students.
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Emerging technology and resulting globalization
also provide innumerable possibilities for
exciting new discoveries and developments such
as new forms of energy, medical advances,
restoring environmentally ravaged areas,
communication and exploration into space and
into the depths of oceans. The possibilities are
unlimited.

21st century skills

Education addresses the “whole child” and does

not restrict our professional development and

curriculum design merely to workplace

readiness. The interdisciplinary, integrated and

project based curriculum required today must

focus on the following seven essential life skills:

*  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

¢ Collaboration across networks and leading
by influences

* Agility and Adaptation

¢ Initiative and Entrepreneurship

*  Effective Oral and Written Communication

* Accessingand Analyzing information

*  Curiosity and Imagination

i Kids in the new Millennium
One of our goals is to help students become i kids
and truly global citizens.

In many countries today, students are referred to
as “digital natives” and today’s educators as
“digital immigrants”. Today’s students are
digital learners-immersed in the media culture-
they literally take in the world via the filter of
computing devices: the cell phones, hand held
gaming devices, laptops, i pads that they carry
everywhere together with the computers, TVs
and game consoles at home. Research surveys
have indicated that young people (ages 8 - 18)
use electronic media for more than six hours a
day, on an average. Many are multitasking-
listening to music while playing a video game.
Even preschoolers easily navigate these
electronic, multimedia resources on games in
which they learn colours, numbers, letters,
spelling and even more complex tasks such as
mixing basic colours, problem solving activities
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and reading. However, although students
understand how to access and utilize these tools,
many of them are used for entertainment
purposes only and the students are not truly
media literate. It is important for our students to
use these tools to function in an active
collaborative, research based environment-
which involves researching, analyzing,
synthesizing, evaluating and creating new
knowledge!

The School scene of 21st Century
How can education be structured to meet the
needs of students in this 21st century world?

New definitions are required when we talk of
present day schools, teachers, learners and
curriculum.

Schools in the 21st century will be laced with a
project based curriculum for life-which engages
students in addressing real world problems,
issues important to humanity and questions that
matter. This is a definite departure from the
factory- model education with its stress on text
books, teacher centered paper and pencil
schooling. It means a new way of understanding
the concept of ‘Knowledge’. A new way of
designing and delivering curriculum is required.
Schools will go from ‘buildings’ to ‘nerve centers’
with porous, transparent walls, connecting
teachers’ students and communities to the huge
knowledge that exists in the world.

From a primary role as a dispenser of knowledge
to orchestrator of learning and helping students
turn information into knowledge and gradually
into wisdom. A culture of enquiry which
generates knowledge and not just deliver
information is required.

We are used to thinking of our students as young
people, who go to school, spend a specified
amount of time in certain classes and courses,
receive grades and graduate. Today we must see
our learners in a new context.

° We must maintain student interest by



helping them see how their learning prepares
them for life in real world

e We must instill curiosity - which is
fundamental to lifelong learning

e Wemustbe flexible in how we teach

*  We must excite the learners to become even
more resourceful so that they continue to
learn outside the formal school days

This excitement and enthusiasm for school will
build a desire to work on new projects, research
and bring exponential growth in our learners’
basic skills of reading, writing, speaking,
listening, researching, scientific explorations,
maths, multimedia and much more!

The 21st century curriculum is interdisciplinary,
project based and research driven. It is connected
to the community-local, state, national and
global. Often students are collaborating with
people across the world in various projects. The
curriculum incorporates higher order thinking
skills, multiple intelligences, technology and
multimedia along with authentic assessments.

The class room is expanded to include greater
community. Instruction and curriculum provide
for differentiation as students are self-directed
and work both independently and inter
dependently. The curriculum is thematic, project
based, integrated and not text book driven.
Contents and skills are not taught as end in
themselves but as means through which they
apply and research. Thus construction of
knowledge occurs through research and
application, connection to previous knowledge,
personal experience, interests and talents.

Assessment moves from mere regurgitation of
memorized facts and disconnected processes to
demonstration of understanding through
application in a variety of context. Real world
problem solving as well as self-assessment form
an important part of the assessment process.

Greening the curriculum by building an
environmental awareness is also an essential

m www.mentormagazine.net

feature of the global classroom. Projects on
renewable fuels, designing green buildings,
gardening, nutrition, environmental law are
features that are gaining more and more
significance. The 21st century curriculum has
become real, relevant and rigorous. And this is
not all...there is much more to consider. There is
no one size fits all blue print. Each school has to
be designed with the students and goals of the
school and community in mind.

However, there are still some basic things that
hold true. Teachers and school leaders have a
responsibility to be mentors and role models to
students. The quote “It takes a village to raise a
child” rings true in so many ways. Education is a
collaborative effort that needs leadership and
strong vision.

Our educational land/media scapf? has indeed
shifted as our world has become flat and is
transforming at ever increasing rate. In order to
navigate our students through this 21st century
world, they have to be made literate in 21st
century literacy. Collaboration and not
competition can help to make the world a better
place.

What we think, we become

As mentors, our attitude towards this great shift
in education will determine our influence. We
need to be leaders that support change as well as
inspire and motivate others to change. We have
to recognize the power of networked
collaboration to speed up the shift.

Knowing that... I cannot help but have anything
less than a positive attitude!

anita_verma07 @yahoo.com
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